




MINUTES OF THE MEETING




OF ST DUNSTAN’S PASTORAL PARISH TEAM




  HELD ON MONDAY 31st OCTOBER 2011




Present: -
Canon Frank (President)






Father Peter






Sister Melitus






Rev Russell Young






Peter Hogan (Chair)






Emilia Aina






Mary Cooper






Karin Harvey






Mary Smith






Jude Wadhwani

 REFLECTION AND PRAYERS
The meeting opened with a reflection and prayers.
WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed Father Peter to the Team.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Mark Potter

MATTERS ARISING 
Those arising from the Minutes of the meeting of 5TH April were dealt with in the process of the present meeting.

A PROPOSED DISPLAY AT THE LIGHTBOX OF WOKING’S CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE

The Parish has accepted in principle an invitation to be included in a permanent display featuring the Christian religious congregations of Woking combined with joint articles of Christian Faith.  This would be taken further when the draft of the intended work was seen.

OUR PARISH MISSION

The mission had been launched the previous day and the request for volunteers had resulted in over 100 people offering their help in at least one of the 12 categories on the volunteer slip.  There were no categories with no volunteers.
The volunteer slips would be put out in the narthex again the following weekend with a note in the newsletter for those who were away on the weekend of the launch.

The plan is to use the volunteer slips to form a Mission Team by the end of November so that the primary tasks can be started by the end of the year.

We have an electronic manual from the Sion Community to help our preparations and Isabel is available at any time for advice.  She will visit the parish again in the New Year.

Key areas for preparation/discussion in our parish will be the visiting (do we target particular groups as the parish is so large) and how do we approach the “census”.  The Christmas parish delivery may be able to be used.

YOUTH CLUB
Jude Wadhwani, our Parish Team member for Youth Formation and Chaplain at St John the Baptist School, strongly supported by a leadership group of University age parishioners, had formed a Parish Youth Club that now met most Friday evenings in the Parish Centre.  Some fifteen young people attend regularly.  Support comes from various quarters and especially from some ladies of the Parish who of their own volition have been baking for the Club.
The Sunday evening Mass will once a month be directed towards our new Youth group. A social time will follow the Mass giving opportunity for Youth Club members and other young people to meet and mingle.

The Club will play a leading part in the celebration of Mass on the Feast of Christ the King on 20th November. 

Jude participates in the training of young people for various ministries at Mass and there is a growing youth presence in these ministries at other Masses.
THE BAPTISTRY FONT AND THE VOTIVE CANDLE STAND

The font now operating as was originally intended was presently under test.

It took a while but we think we have found just the right stand for our votive candles.

 SAFEGUARDING AND COMMUNITY ALERT
The appointment of the Post Holder for these areas of Parish life was in hand and would be announced shortly.
Meanwhile the Team sent its thanks and good wishes to John FitzGerald who had fulfilled these duties prior to his move.

MASS ATTENDANCES
In accordance with yearly practice and Diocesan requirements the Mass count for October 2011 had been completed.  The average figure for the weekend Masses each week was 1648.
This compares with 1467 in 2010, 1438 in 2008 the year of completion of the new church and 1211 in 2005 at the start of the new build.  In the year 2000 the figure had been 1005.

CAR SHARING

As part of our efforts to reduce vehicle movements to and from church we are presently concentrating on car sharing.

SOCIAL EVENTS

We seek someone who with two or three companions can restart our Parish Quiz nights and Race nights which were very popular additions to our monthly whist drive.  With the right people we might perhaps restart this winter.  

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION AND MARRIAGE
For the record here are some numbers relating to these sacraments at our church.

Baptisms:  During the most recent twelve months there were 140 Baptisms.
First Communicants (groups taken on a yearly basis): the current group has 97 in preparation.
Confirmations (groups taken on a yearly basis): the 2011 group had 61members.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (groups taken on a yearly basis):  the 2011group had 17 members.
Preparation for Marriage is provided by the Parish and 33 couples were and are being prepared in 2011.
At present there are 62 trained and experienced catechists leading the respective courses with other helpers in support.

 We are very fortunate in having so many who give their time to train and exercise their vocations.
REMEMBRANCE CROSS
The Parish newsletter for the weekend   5th/6th November would announce that the Remembrance Cross on behalf of St Dunstan’s Church could be found in Plot 122 at Westminster Abbey.
PARISH CELEBRATION TO MARK QUEEN ELIZABETH’S 60 YEARS AS MONARCH

Parishioners would be canvassed for ideas in ways they feel this historic event might be celebrated.
PRODUCING POSTCARDS AND BOOKMARKS OF OUR CHURCH AND FEATURES WITHIN IT
This was under active investigation.

PARISH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

It was agreed that, because the AGM dealt principally with the previous year’s financial accounts and the unusually long interval since then, there would not be a Parish AGM in 2011.

However dates would be advised by the time of the next Team meeting for 2012’s AGM and the Team meetings for that year.

CHRISTMAS ACT OF WITNESS

The gathering will be on Thursday 12th December in the Peacocks Centre at about 6.30pm with carols and other Advent and Christmas songs and music.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

On 22nd January at St John’s Church in St John’s at 6.30pm there will be a Service for Christian Unity.

POSADA 

Started in our Parish last Christmas this, this passing of the Christmas scene daily each evening from family to family had been welcomed with great enthusiasm.  It would be repeated this year and hopefully from now on become a feature of our Christmas celebrations.

PARISH PILGRIMAGES IN 2011
The serious clashes and the many deaths which started shortly after our leaving Syria came as a great shock as all of us remember the peace and friendliness of the people and what we saw to be normal life.  Lebanon did not for some us reflect quite the same tranquillity.  We remember in our prayers all those gracious people of both countries.
Tranquil would certainly describe our pilgrimage to Cork and Kerry, enlivened from time to time with a Canon Father from Cork and a well informed driver from Kerry. The weather was good and the scenery outstanding.
QUESTION OR COMMENT FROM PARISHIONERS

There was none on this occasion.

NEXT TEAM MEETING

The next Team meeting has been set for Tuesday 28th February commencing at 7.30pm.

The meeting ended with a blessing.

